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People in Florence can finally have fun without 

going far! There is a new trampoline park coming 

to Florence in early 2019. 

Planet 3 Extreme Air Park  is based in Utah 

and has parks all across the country. Its Florence 

location will be 15,000 square feet and will be lo-

cated at 500 Second Loop Road in the old Piggly 

Wiggly building. 

According to SCNow, the new park will include 

an open jump area, a dodgeball area, basketball 

dunk centers, a ninja warrior mini-course, and 

more. First comers will have to buy  safety socks 

for $3 and sign a waiver. Participants can pay to 

jump for either one or two hours. One hour flight 

passes cost $11 for ages 6 and younger and $14 for 

ages 7 and up. For two hours, the cost is $17  for 

ages 6 and under and $20 for ages 7 and up. Both 

options are great fun and a good work out. 

Why are trampoline parks so popular, though? 

Kids think they are super fun, and parents 
think  they get kids off of technology for a while 

and encourage exercise. Mike Clark, owner of Plan-

et 3, said, “With our country’s shift to a healthier 

lifestyle, parents are able to use venues like this to 

reduce the screen time and increase the amount of 

active fun for themselves and their children.’’ 

Planet 3 Extreme Air Park is sure to be a fun 

local attraction. Those interested in going should 

make sure to have waivers signed and be ready to 

jump! 

Video Games: Helpful or Harmful? 
by  Zamar 

 A lot of parents think all video games are the 

same, and that they are equally bad for children. 

However, there are many different types of video 

games, and they are enjoyed by people of all differ-

ent ages. Depending on the games you play and 

how often you play, video games can be good or 

bad for people. 

 Raise Smart Kids says that there are benefits to 

video games. First, video games help with problem 

solving skills. For example, in Cut the Rope, players 

have to cut the candy and creatively make it so 

that the monster can eat it. Players train their 

brain to think outside the box. Another benefit of 

video games is that players learn teamwork and 

cooperation. For example, in Fortnite, players learn 

to talk with each other and make smart decisions 

for the team. Finally, video games teach players to 

learn to respond to frustration. Games do not 

always end the way that players would like, so kids 

learn to get over the disappointment and push 

through it. 

 A study by Vanderbilt University revealed 

negative effects of video games. This, of course, 

only applies to video games that are violent. One 

negative effect is that video games can lead to 

violent thoughts or actions. Researchers claim,  

“Violent video games can desensitize children to 

violence and lower the likelihood of a pro-social 

behavior.”  Another negative side effect of video 

games is that some players become addicted and 

spend too much time playing them. As a result, 

they do not get enough exercise and miss out on a 

social life. In addition, the lack of exercise encour-

ages obesity. 

 Obviously, there are good and bad effects of 

video games. It is important that kids play age-

appropriate games and do not spend too much 
time playing them. If parents monitor video game 

use, it can definitely be a fun and good thing for 

kids to do. 
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School Lunches are  Not  What They Used to Be 

by  Lyrica 
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Potter Fans Can Really Play Quidditch 
by Elliott 

 

At times, I ask myself - what happened to our school 

lunches? They used to have better flavor, bigger portions, and a 

lower price. I don’t blame it all on the cafeteria workers, 

though. They do  not have control over the guidelines that they 

have to cook by.  

My first concern is taste. There are regulations that limit 

the amount of fat and salt allowed in school lunches. As a result, 

many kids are not eating the food that is being served. Accord-

ing to My Hot Lunchbox, “Part of the problem may be that 

school lunch vendors are not making up for the lack of salt with 

other seasonings, and kids are finding the food to be bland and 

tasteless.” Also, kids think that there is a repetitiveness in the 

lunch choices. Almost every week, there is the same few lunch 

choices that there were the week before. Variety is nice. 

 In addition, the cost of the food has been skyrocketing from 

year to year. The cafeteria manager at North Vista Elementary 

School, Tanecia Jett, confirmed that last year’s price for stu-

dents was $2.00, and this year it is $2.10. Also, for adults last 

year’s price was $3.80, and now it is $4.10. I know that for the 

students the price only rose 10 cents, but, after a while, that 
price adds up. In addition, for the adults, the cost was already 

high, and it rose 30 cents. If you are a teacher or you are eating 

school lunch with your child, either bring plenty of money or 

bring another lunch. 

 The last thing that I notice when I look at my friends’ lunch-

es is small portions of food. Maybe it is because of the 

Styrofoam plates that they serve the food on, but I think that 

students should get larger portions, especially in the older 

grades. My Hot Lunchbox states, “In many school districts, high 

school students are served the same portions that first graders 

receive. Even younger kids may find that lunch portions are too 

small, which means that they’re tired, hungry and don’t have the 

energy to get through the afternoon.” I feel that if your portion 

size is too big, you will be sleepy during class, and, if your por-

tion size is too small, you will be hungry and too focused on 

your empty stomach to concentrate on your teacher. 

In conclusion, I do not think that all of this is the cafeteria 

workers’ fault. I think it comes from the guidelines and the laws 

of the state or district. They restrict the cafeteria workers from 

giving us bigger portions and better flavor. I believe we need to 

change the rules to improve flavor and portion sizes. 

Do you like Harry Potter? Well, if so, then you will 

be  interested in what is ahead! 

In Harry Potter, Quidditch can be confusing, but thankfully, 

Quidditch Through the Ages explains the rules that were not 

included in the popular J.K. Rowling books and clears it all up. 

First, the most famous object in the game: the Golden Snitch. It 

is probably the first thing that comes to mind when one  thinks 

of Quidditch. It is arguably the most important object in the 

game. In the books, the team whose Seeker catches the Snitch 

gets 150 points and ends the game. The other balls are the 

Quaffle and the Bludger. The Quaffle is the ball used for scor-

ing, and the Bludger is a metal ball magically charmed to zoom 

towards the closest player and knock him off his broom. A few 

fouls for Quidditch are Blagging, which is grabbing the tail of 

another player's broom, and Cobbing, which is hitting another 

player with your elbow. 

Including the Seeker, there are four Quidditch positions. 

Chasers score points for their team by throwing the Quaffle 

through one of three hoops. Beaters use their bats and beat 

the Bludgers away from their teammates. The Keeper is like a 

goalie in soccer. He flies near the goals and catches, punches, 

or blocks the Quaffle from going through one of the goals. 

Finally,  there is the Seeker. The Seeker is arguably the most 

important position in the game. His job is to catch the Snitch 

and win the game. Now to put all of this in real life. 

 In 2005, some students at Middlebury College in Vermont 

wanted to play Quidditch. Unfortunately for them, they did not 

have flying brooms. So, Muggle Quidditch was born! All over 

America, high schools and colleges started their own Quidditch 

teams. Soon, other places in North America started unofficial 

Quidditch teams. Ten years later, Major League Quidditch 
(MLQ) was started. When the league began, there were six-

teen teams, but according to  the MLQ official website, there 

currently are only fifteen teams. The closest one to South Car-

olina is the Austin Outlaws. Other teams include the New 

York Titans, the Indianapolis Intensity, and the Salt Lake City 

Hive. Maybe one day South Carolina will see its own team.  

 

 

Only 45% of 
REACH students 
eat school lunch at 
least two days per 
week.  
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Do you like dogs? If so, keep read-

ing to find out more about the Catahoula 

Leopard Dog. 

According to The American Kennel 

Club, the Catahoula Leopard Dog got its 

name from the native Choctaw tribe. 

Also, the Catahoula is the only breed of 

dog that is originally from Louisiana. 

When French settlers arrived there with 

hounds, they crossbred hounds with the 

“wolf dogs” that were native to the area. 

Catahoulas are known to display 

good personality. Dogtime.com states that 

proper Catahoulas are not aggressive 

towards people; however, they may be 

“wary of strangers but never shy” be-

cause they want to get to know you. Like 

most dogs, Catahoulas need early sociali-

zation. They need to see different areas, 

people, sights, sounds, and experiences. 

In addition, they are good watchdogs and 

will bark to warn their owners about 

strangers. If you want to own a Cata-

houla, it is  also important for you to 

know the importance of training your 

Catahoula. This breed is smart and learns 

fast with a strong leader. 

According to Dogtime.com, the Cata-

houla is a “great babysitter for kids” 

because it is a great family dog. However, 

adults should be present when Cata-

houlas are near small children because 

they can be very active and can knock a 

small child down. Also, if you own a 

Catahoula, do not use invisible fences or 

shock fences because your Catahoula will 

completely ignore the shock if he sees 

another dog coming near.  

If the Catahoula Leopard Dog 

sounds like a good pet for you and your 

family, there are many breeders online. If 

not, the local Humane Society is a great 

place to start looking for a furry friend. 
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Catahoula Leopard Dog Makes Perfect Pet 
by Izzy 

Let’s Go to Paris! 

by Caryss 

Paris is a unique place to visit. It has a rich history and 

culture that delights visitors. 

Perhaps the first stop in Paris should be the Eiffel Tow-

er. According to Famous Wonders, the Eiffel Tower was built 

by Gustave Eiffel. It is one of the most famous places in the 

world, and it has two restaurants on the first floor. It is one 

of the tallest structures in Paris so it offers a great view of 

the city. However, it was originally built to broadcast radio 

signals in 1889. Another “must see” while in Paris is the Lou-

vre Museum. It is the national museum of France, and many 

say it is the best in the world. However, it is completely im-

possible to see everything in a couple of hours because it is 

652,000 square feet. The Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo are 

only two famous works found there. There is much, much 

more history in Paris, France! 

 Paris also offers some of the best shopping and food in 

the world. The Paris Tourist Office highly recommends Bercy 

Village, Forum des Halles, and Carrousel du Louvre for seri-

ous shoppers. After shopping and visiting tourist destinations, 

be sure to try a delicious macaron, tarte, or croissant. 
 REACH teacher Melanie McMillan lived  in Paris for a 

year when she was 27. She went for the school year to study 

at Middlebury College’s School in France. She said, “There 

was so much to see, especially the architecture and muse-

ums.” According to her, the best thing about her stay in Paris 

was “getting to practice my French in such an awe-inspiring 

city every day.” She highly recommends a trip to the top of 

the Eiffel Tower. She said, “ Even if you’re terrified of heights

-or the tour guide says it’s not on the agenda- gather up your 

courage-or change your itinerary- and go to the top of the 

Eiffel Tower!” Certainly, Paris is a city to remember. 

Nail Designs for Fall 

by Kyra 

Acrylic nails are very trendy. However, they are expensive, 

costing up to $40. But what is the point of paying to get your 

nails done when you can do them at home with household 

items? 

Here are two do it yourself (DIY) designs you can do at 

home . The first one is polka dots using a hair pin. All you have 

to do is apply your main color. Then, you use different sizes of 

hair pins.  You simply dip the round tips into the other color, 

and dot the color on your nails. There you have it - polka dot 

designs! The next DIY design is the marble effect. For this op-

tion, you will need different colors of nail polish, tape, and wa-

ter. First, put your water in a cup. Then, put different colors of 

nail polish in the center of the water. Next, place the tape on 

the perimeter of your fingernails. Afterwards, dip your fingers in 

the water, and it should come out looking almost like a marble. 

       Do you like to do seasonal designs? Since Thanksgiving and 

Christmas are coming up, you should consider one of the fol-

lowing ideas. Thanksgiving, you should choose from black, white, 

brown, orange, gold, and red polishes. For designs, you could do 

a black main coat, a white line in the middle, and a gold buckle 
for pilgrims. You could also do any main coat  with a brown 

circle and different color feathers for a turkey. For Christmas, 

you should purchase red, green, and white polish. Now, for the 

designs, you could do diagonal lines for a candy cane with green 

and red, or you could do 

a red main coat and 

some white for snow. 

 I hope you try one 

of these DIY designs at 

home. It can help save 

you money for shopping 

and get you plenty of 

compliments! 
Image: www.publicdomainfiles.com 

www.pexels.com 

www.wikipedia.org 



Old Sport is a Great Way to Relax 
by Caleb 

Florence will soon have its own arena football team - the 

Carolina Havoc. Believe it or not, arena football has actually 

been around for a while and was once played in Florence. 

According to the official website of the Arena Football 

League Players’ Union (AFLPU), the arena football league was 

founded in 1987 by Jim Foster, and it was played on a smaller 

field than American Football. This resulted in faster paced 

games.    

The last team to play in in Florence was the Florence Phan-

toms.  According to SCNow, they played from 2006 to 2009, 

and they won the American Indoor Football League champion-

ship in 2008. In 2016, the South Carolina Ravens tried to play in 

Florence, but that did not work out.  Instead, the team decided 

to locate to Charleston. 

Last season, the Havoc’s home stadium was in Buford, 

Georgia. The former Atlanta Havoc team is moving to Florence 

because the Buford City Arena was expected to raise the rent. 

They had three options: move to Florence, South Carolina; 

Little Rock, Arkansas; or Pensacola, Florida. They chose Flor-

ence because it is closer than the other two options. 

The new general manager for the Carolina Havoc will be 

Steven Smith. The head coach will be  Anson Yarborough who 

played for the Darlington Falcons in high school. In college, 

Yarborough played for the South Carolina Gamecocks. In addi-

tion, he was a member of the 2008 American Indoor Football 

League Championship team. In a recent interview with SCNow, 

Coach Yarborough said, “It’s a blessing to be back home and be 
coaching, giving back to the community that helped raise me.” 

If you are interested in watching the Carolina Havoc, seven 

home games will be held at the Florence Center. The games will 

begin at 7:05pm  and season tickets are available. The first game 

is scheduled for March 15. 
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Football is Coming Back to Florence 
by Landon 

 Fishing is an old sport. Some people 

call it angling as well. It dates back to 

2000 BC when Egyptians used just rods, 

lines, and nets. 

 According to Britannica, a long time 

ago, the only way a lot of people could 

survive was to fish. In ancient China, peo-

ple used silk line, hooks made from nee-

dles, and a bamboo rod to catch a 

meal.  There is also evidence that people 

in ancient Greece and Rome fished. 

 Although fishing is such an old sport, 

a lot of people still do it and love it to-

day.  In fact, fishing is one of the most 

popular outdoor sports. A reason it is so 

popular is because the world has a lot of 

ponds,  lakes, rivers, and oceans to ex-

plore. One of the most popular types of 

fishing is bass fishing. Plus, there are so 

many breeds of bass. Bass have a lifespan 
of about 16 years, and a healthy female 

bass can lay up to 27,000 eggs. People do 

not catch bass just for the sport of it; 

they also do it to make a living or stay 

alive in a situation. 

 People often fish to relax and calm 

down, too. Fishing on a beautiful summer 

day is very calming. A great key to fishing 

in freshwater or saltwater is the right 

bait. Bait can be artificial like plastic bait 

or real like worms or crickets. On a 

windy day, you would probably want to 

use a square bill crankbait. In the morn-

ing, you would want to use a top water 

bait. If it is a hot day, you can use any-

thing that a fish would eat because they 

are eager to bite. 

 REACH parent Scott Howard likes 

fishing because it calms him. He said, “I 

learned how to fish from my dad and 

have loved it ever since.”  He added, 

“When I go fishing, I carry bait, my tackle 

box, and extra line.” The biggest fish he 

ever caught was 8.02 lb. It does not take 

much to get started fishing, but  you are 

sure to get hooked quickly. 

www.wikipedia.org 

www.goodfreephotos.com 



 

 New Movies Coming to Theaters this November 
by Alisa 
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According to a recent REACH sur-

vey, there are some upcoming movies 

that are highly anticipated: The Nutcracker 

and the Four Realms and Ralph Breaks The 

Internet. 

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms is 

a new Disney movie, and the plot is 

about a girl named Clara Stahlbaum. The 

film follows Clara on her journey to try 

to get a golden key that will unlock a very 

special box that is a gift to her from her 

late mother. A piece of golden thread 

that is presented to her at her godfather 

Drosselmeyer’s party leads her to the 

key that will unlock this box. The key 

then disappears into a completely differ-

ent world with four realms. Clara and her 

friends will have to venture into the 

threatening fourth realm to redeem her 

key and to restore peace to the world. 

Ralph Breaks the Internet is a long-

awaited sequel to the first movie of the 

series, Wreck-it Ralph. It is directed by Phil 

Johnston and Rich Moore. The plot takes 

place six years after Ralph saved the game 

from King Candy. As a result, the Sugar 

Rush Arcade Cabinet has been broken. 

Trying to bring back the game, Vanellope 

and Ralph find a Wi-Fi router in their 

arcade and enter the cyber world. They 

will fix the game if they find the piece that 

they need. Along the way, they find Dis-

ney princesses, Star Wars characters, and 

more. 

 These movies will arrive at theaters 

in November. Make sure to get your 
popcorn ready! 

 

 

 

Coming to Theaters 

November 

2018 

www.wikipedia.org www.wikipedia.org 

Fortnite Fun For Kids 
by Ryley 

 Fortnite is an online multiplayer third person shooter. Fortnite 
Battle Royale is a game that is incredibly addictive and fun. 

The object of the game is to be the last of 99 people standing 
on a playing field that is closing in on all of the players. Players get 
on the island by riding a bus with a hot air balloon attached to the 
top. There are many different places on the map such as Risky 
Reels and Lazy Links. However, weapons do not come free. Play-
ers must take risks and go into towns and buildings to get them. 

Although the game does involve shooting to survive, it is kid 
friendly. According to a recent article in The Guardian, “Fortnite: 
Battle Royale has very bright, almost cartoon-like graphics as well 
as loads of ridiculous items and costumes, such as space suits and 
dinosaur outfits.” 

Fortnite Battle Royale is a free multiplayer game, but if play-
ers do not already have the equipment to play, it can be expen-
sive.  Fortnite can be played on and in between these devices: 
iPhone X ($1149), Xbox One ($299), PS4 ($299), Dell Laptop 
($230), Alienware Gaming PC ($1250), and Nintendo Switch 
($299). (The prices listed are from Best Buy.) 

Many REACH students enjoy playing  the game. Sixth grade 
student Caleb said,  “Fortnite is my favorite game because it is 
constantly adding fun things and taking away things to balance 
the game.” Landon, another sixth grader, said, “Fortnite is my 
favorite game because it has very nice graphics and fun game-
play.” 

www.wimipedia.org 

Carpenter Sings and Acts 
by Destiny 

 Although she is only 19 years old, American Sabrina Carter 
is already an actor, a recording artist, and a songwriter. 

According to IMDb, her first inspiration for acting came 
from watching Hannah Montana. After watching her first epi-
sode, she said, “That's when I knew I wanted to be a singer and 
an actress.”  

She got her start as a actor with a guest role on the televi-
sion drama Law and Order in 2010. She later starred in Girl 
Meets World on the Disney Channel.  

She began her singing career in 2014 when she released 
the single “Can’t Blame a Girl for Trying.” She released her first 
album, Eyes Wide Open, in 2015. It included the song “We’ll be 
the Stars.” Her most recent songs include “First Love” and 
“Alien.” 

Carpenter enjoys both singing and acting. She said, 
“Singing is about telling a story. When you are onstage, you get 
to be your own self...When acting, you’re someone else.” 

 

www.wikipedia.org 
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 Christian Bell 

        Language Arts/Science  

 Robin Dantzler 

        Science 

 Donna Griffin 

        Math 

 Amy Jordan 

  Math 

 Melanie McMillan 

        French/Record Label  

 Dora Mitropoulos 

        Language Arts 

 Shannon McGurn 

        Lead Teacher/Math 

 Brittany Smith 

        Technology 
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        Language Arts/Newsletter 

 Steve Welch 

        Math  
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PEACH Sponsors 

*These donors gave $100 or more to PEACH. 

Carla & Josh Angus 

Nichole & Shane Brannon 

Mary & Jeff DeVasConCellos 

Kelly & Derek Jokisch 

Anfeng Li & Lihue Liu 

Hank & Cammie Moree 

Elizabeth & Jason O’Dell 

Name: Donna Griffin 

Hometown: Florence, SC 

Colleges Attended: 

Francis Marion University  

Charleston Southern University  

 

Previous Teaching Positions: 

Moore Intermediate, 5th grade 

Fort Dorchester Elementary, 5th grade 

Knightsville Elementary, 4th grade 

William Reeves Elementary, 4th grade 

Lucy T. Davis, 4th grade 

 

Subjects Taught at REACH: 

Math  

(Factors, Multiples & Leftovers,  

Analyzing Data, Fractions) 

 

Hobbies: 

Walking outside when it’s not too hot 

Reading 

Going to the gym 

Shopping 

 

The Best Thing About REACH: 

Everything! 

 

 


